The Worldwide News

OF THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD

VOL. XIX, NO. 2

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

JAN. 28, 1991

HANDS ON THE MAC—International editors learn pagination on the
Macintosh computer. From left, Steve Doucet of Technical Support in
Pasadena; Roy Oestensen of the Scandinavian region; and Linda and
Wolfgang Thomsen of the German Office. [Photo by Charles Feldbush]

International editors meet,
updated on Church hterature

By Jeff E. Zhorne
PASADENA—International
editors meeting for a conference
here learned about the booklet
master plan, Plain Truth editorial
philosophy, international role of
The Plain Truth and desktop pub-
lishing technology, Jan. 14 to 17.
At workshops, the editors gave
information and updates from
each of the language areas.
Representing the French-speak-
ing region was Dibar Apartian;
Italian, Carn Catherwood; Span-
ish, Don Walls; Portuguese,
Graham Davies; British, Dexter
Faulkner and John Ross Schroed-
er; Norwegian, Roy Oestensen;
German, Wolfgang Thomsen; and
Dutch, Jan and Margit Zijderveld.
“The Church’s publications

Reviews office procedures

Director visits Britain, France

By Kerri Dowd

PASADENA—In early January
evangelist Larry Salyer, director
of Church Administration Interna-
tional (CAD-International), went
to the Borehamwood, England,
Regional Office and the Paris,
France, Office to discuss restruc-
turing, personnel needs and long-
term planning.

His trip also included Big
Sandy and Colorado.

Mr. Salyer.arrived in London
Jan. 6. He was accompanied by
Steve Sidars, planning and budget
coordinator, and Bob Jones, a
budget analyst, both of whom
work in CAD-International. Skip
Dunn, publication services man-
ager for Publishing Services, also

traveled with the group, to meet
with Passmore Press and Church
employees to discuss the future of
printing Church literature in
Europe.

The objective of the London
meetings, which included evange-
list Leslie McCullough, regional
director, and managers serving in
the region, “was to review the
structure and procedures in the
office with an eye to efficiency
and long-term planning in light of
changes brought about by the
Plain Truth decision,” Mr. Salyer
said.

Merging the Plain Truth and
Good News magazines affected
the British Office with decreased
magazine circulation, the deletion

Fire destroys top floor
of German Office

BONN, Germany—A fire gut-
ted the top floor of the Church’s
Regional Office here Jan. 15.

John Karlson, regional director,
told The Worldwide News that the
fire started when workers repair-
ing drain pipes apparently left
some equipment running near
combustible material when they
left to eat lunch. -

Church employees were having
lunch in the kitchen on the first
floor when a neighbor told them
the building was on fire. The fire
department extinguished the blaze
quickly, and aside from minimal
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water damage, the other three
floors are intact.

The German Office is housed in
two buildings. One building con-
tains the mail processing and
accounting areas. The fire was in
the main building, which houses
the administration, ministerial ser-

_ vices, editorial, circulation and

festival areas.

The fourth floor was occupied by
the Festival Department. Three
other rooms on that floor were
empty. Plans were to renovate them
to be used for tape duplication.

Linda Thomsen of the Festival
Office was in Pasadena for a
translation editors conference
when the fire broke out. Although
her computer was destroyed, “all
the material on the computer was
backed up elsewhere,” Mr. Karl-
son said. A video recorder and
television were also damaged.

“It was obvious to us and to
those who saw the fire on the out-
side—the flames were leaping two
meters—that God intervened,”
Mr. Karlson said. “We’ne able to
basically carry on.”

The floor will be rebmlt and
the roofing company’s insurance
will cover all losses, he added.

of the newsstand program and the
elimination of several employee
positions.

After initiating meetings and
outlining objectives, Mr. Salyer
went on to Paris to meet with
Samuel Kneller, Paris pastor and
office manager.

Because some of the work for-
merly handled by the Church’s
suboffice in Geneva is being
transferred to Paris, Mr. Salyer
and Mr. Kneller discussed re-
structuring the office in Paris.
They also talked about the min-
istry in France and future man-
power considerations.

While in Paris, Mr. Salyer met
with the ministry from France
and their wives, along with
Bernard Andrist, Geneva and
Neuchatel, Switzerland, pastor;
and Jean Carion, Liege and Brus-

- sels, Belgium, pastor. Several

local church elders also attended
the meeting.

The meeting covered plans for
the Work in French areas, future
Feast sites, new procedures for
dealing with the office in Paris
and a question-and-answer ses-
sion involving administrative and
doctrinal questions.

Mr. Salyer accompanied Mr.
Andrist on the train to Geneva
Jan. 9. There the two men
reviewed conditions in the Gene-
va Office and discussed details of
transferring some functions to
Paris. “Of course it will be neces-
sary to retain certain accounting
and mailing functions in Geneva
for the benefit of the members in
Switzerland,” Mr. Salyer said.

Mr. Salyer and Mr. Andrist
also reviewed the status of the
Church’s registration attempts in
Zaire, Togo and Cameroon, in
French West Africa.

“We still hope to see some
breakthroughs in the near future,
though the pending elections in
Zaire could change the govern-
ment,” said Mr. Salyer, “and this
could have either a positive or
negative effect on our applica-
tion.”

Before returning to Pasadena,
Mr. Salyer went back to London
for a wrap-up meeting.

(See TRIP, page 3)

have gone through a number of
exciting changes, so we were
looking forward to the confer-
ence,” said Ronald Kelly, Editori-
al manager.

At a welcome breakfast Bernard
Schnippert, Media Operations

GREG ALBRECHT

director, told the group that the
booklets “have a tremendous
impact on the Work we do.

“There’s a fine sense of cama-
raderie among Pasadena and the
editors,” he added. “Greg Al-
brecht is a capable man and evan-
gelist, working in the booklet
area. We're thrilled with the job
he’s been doing and to see his
successful transition from the Col-
lege.”

Later in the morning, Mr.
Albrecht outlined the booklet
master plan, which saves money,
increases communication between
Pasadena and the regional offices,
and helps ensure that Church
teachings are “compatible in all
our literature,” he said.

Publications in master plan

Sixty-four booklets and bro-
chures in the master plan are clas-
sified as core or noncore.

Core booklets and brochures are
publications the Church feels are
necessary for all regions and
should be available through all
regional offices.

Noncore literature, which may
include television or Plain Truth
promotional material, is at the dis-
cretion of each international area
working in cooperation with Larry
Salyer, director of Church Admin-
istration International.

For instance, although Recap-
turing True Values: The Story of
the Worldwide Church of God is
largely aimed at a U.S. audience,
Mr. Thomsen needs it for Ger-
many too, “because it gives infor-
mation on the Church and Ambas-
sador Foundation all in one
brochure.

“It’s the same for the drugs

(See EDITORS, page 3)

PERSONAL FROM

Dear Brethren,

Surely the most impor-
tant legacy Herbert W.
Armstrong left the World-
wide Church of God is the
understanding that Scrip-
ture is the ultimate basis of
belief and doctrine.

Mr. Armstrong often
repeated the adages “Blow
the dust off your Bible” and
“Don’t believe me, believe
your Bible.”

Because of the faithfulness of
God’s people to the Bible as the
source of doctrine and faith, the
Church continues to grow in
understanding and is not afraid
to update its teachings so as to
be in more complete harmony
with God’s written word.

Sometimes we find that we
need to correct, not what the
Church teaches, but the kind of
explanation it has given—a mat-
ter that does not affect doctrine
at all. One such matter is a
description we have chosen to
give of the believer’s conversion
and spiritual growth in this life.

The Scriptures provide sever-
al analogies to help us under-
stand Christian conversion.
Jesus spoke of servants receiv-
ing money to use in furthering
their master’s cause, of sheep as
opposed to goats, of wheat as
opposed to tares, of salt, of light
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and of a seed falling on good
ground.

Paul writes of Roman adop-
tion, of the new man after the
symbolic death of baptism, of a
redeemed slave, of a living sac-
rifice and of brotherhood with
Jesus Christ. James writes of
being brought forth through the
word of truth and of firstfruits of
God’s creation. Peter writes of
obedient children, of living
stones and of aliens and
strangers in the world. John
writes of walking in the light, of
an anointing from the Holy One

and of children of God.
In his teachings, Mr. Arm-
strong emphasized that the pres-

ent life of the Christian, from
conversion to inheritance of
eternal life, is like the process of
gestation. He had come to see,
correctly, that the popular “born
again” concept led many people
to misunderstand true Christian
conversion as laid out in Scrip-
ture.

Thousands might make a
decision for Christ at a crusade
meeting, but in just a few weeks,
only a handful of them would
even be attending church. No
lasting change of life would be
evident in the broad majority of
those who professed conversion
in such circumstances.

In the true sense, as Mr. Arm-
strong always taught, conversion

(See PERSONAL, page 6)
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America, allies face fomudable foe

PASADENA—Jan. 16, 1991: A
date none of us will ever forget.

After five months of building
up to the inevitable, bomb-laden
American and allied aircraft
roared into the moonless night
over Kuwait and Iraq, turning
Operation Desert Shield into
Operation Desert Storm. The
showdown in the test of wills
between two leaders, President
George Bush and Iragi strongman
Saddam Hussein, had arrived.

The first night’s aerial assault
—virtually unimpeded by Iraqi
defenses—Iled to an undeserved
euphoria. Quickly the reality of
what the United States, Britain,
the other meémbers of the 28-
nation coalition—and non-bel-
ligerent Israel—were up against
began to strike home.

Saddam Hussein’s military
strategy has proven frustratingly
difficult to cope with. He has
managed to keep his mobile mis-
sile launchers on the run, eluding
aerial search efforts. Despite
claims by Pentagon spokesmen
that Iraq’s military command sys-

tem had been seriously damaged,’

coordinated missile launches still
took place.

Saddam Hussein has chosen not
to commit Iraq’s 700-plane air
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WESRLDWATCH

By Gene H. Hogberg

force, perhaps saving this arsenal
for support of his hundreds of
thousands of troops entrenched in
Kuwait in expectation of the
bloody ground war that is yet to
take place.

Huge underground bunkers
have been constructed to house
elements of the Iragi army inside
Kuwait, protecting them from all
but direct hits from the biggest
bombs a B-52 can carry. Hussein
himself is said to direct the entire
operation from an enormous
underground complex deep under-
neath the Presidential Palace in
Baghdad.

Meanwhile the American and
coalition bombing effort has been
plagued by several days of bad
weather over Kuwait and southern
Iraq, hampering both targeting
and the assessment of the initial
aerial bombardment.

All that has happened so far is

- still minor compared to what is

yet to come. Victory or defeat will
hinge on the outcome of an
expected monumental struggle on
land to evict Iraqi ground forces
from their positions in Kuwait.
This is the slugfest that Saddam
Hussein is waiting for. He has all
along maintained that the Ameri-
can public will be unwilling to
accept a large sacrifice of life.
The land war will be the first

- test of the U.S. Army’s post-Viet-

nam doctrine of “Air-Land Battle”
—a modern blitzkrieg character-
ized by violent armored thrusts,
supported by aerial bombardments
of enemy strongholds.

The challenge is a daunting one.
Waiting for the American, British,
French, Egyptian and Syrian
attackers in Kuwait and southern
Iraq are some 545,000 Iragi troops
with their 4,200 tanks, 2,800
armored vehicles and about 3,100

Jmtonemmﬂung

By Dexter H ‘Faulkner
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Do you lead in love?

A letter I received expressed a
serious problem in the Church and
society.

“I have just finished ... your arti-
cle ‘Confessions of a Busy Teenag-
er’ [August Youth 85]. Quite
frankly, it makes me want to throw
up. Not the article itself, I thought
the article was great ... I'm just a
little jealous of anyone who has a
father who really loves them.
Maybe my father does love me, I
really don’t know.... He makes our
whole family miserable and hateful.
And he calls himself a baptized
member of God’s Church.”

Here is another quote from a let-
ter: “There are five people in my
house. Most people would call it a
family. But the way we act, how
can we? We argue every Friday
" night! I try to bring us together, but
I’'m only 16, the youngest of the
family. The government of my
house is a problem. My mother
wants to take charge. So my ques-
tion is, how do I bring my family
together or find the help to do so?”

Togetherness is what this young
person wanted to see in the family.
Togethemness requires proper lead-
ership. Husbands are required to be
head of the family—but they must
lead in love, in submission to their
Head, Jesus Christ.

Some husbands are tyrannical;
they rule their families like a dicta-
tor, through criticism, fear or vio-
lence. Others are timid, fearful to
make decisions, not leading at all.

Some use the Bible to justify
male dictatorship, but godly lead-
ership and dictatorship are at
opposite ends. Biblical leadership
is firmly anchored to godly love.

" Paul said: “For the husband is
the head of the wife, as also Christ
is head of the church.... Therefore
... husbands, love your wives, just
as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for it.... So hus-
bands ought to love their own
wives as their own bodies; he who
loves his wife loves himself. For
no one ever hated his own flesh”

(Ephesians 5:23, 25, 28-29, New
King James throughout).

If a husband loves his wife in this
way, she will want to please him and
stand behind him. His love makes it
easier for her to respect him.

Family responsibilities

Men have two basic family
responsibilities: love and leadership.
Love requires that we sometimes
abandon our way and attend to oth-
ers’ needs. Leadership requires that
husbands must sometimes make
unpopular decisions, but always
with love. Clearly, godly leadership
and love go hand in hand.

Love does not mean saying only
yes. That’s not good for children,
nor for wives, nor for husbands.

Christ is the perfect example of

Every family member should
know his or her ideas have been
given consideration, making it much
easier to accept difficult decisions.

Men must lead their families
within the guidelines given by
Christ, based on God’s law of love.
Men and women are to work in a
closely bonded, interdependent rela-
tionship. As Paul writes, “Neverthe-
less, neither is the man independent
of woman, nor woman
of man .. butalltlnngsareofGod
(verses 11-12).

Although I Peter 3:1 is addressed
to wives, it also reveals something
about how men must also be under
authority: “Likewise you wives, be

‘submissive to your own hus-

bands....” Notice that first word,
likewise. Like what?

I Peter-2 talks about how men
should submit to government (vers-
es 13-17) and to their bosses (vers-
es 18-20). Verses 21-25 show how
thoroughly men should submit, giv-
ing the perfect example of Christ.

Women are told to submit to their
husbands in the same way as men
should submit on their jobs. So,
men, do you set the right example?

Do you respect your boss, obey
his instructions? Or do you grumble
and talk about him behind his back?

Togétherness requires proper leader-
ship. Husbands are required to be head of
the family—but they must lead in love.

loving leadership. He positively
commands and restricts—but all for
our well-being. And he never forbids
anything good for us.

Husbands and wives should calm-
ly discuss family decisions in
advance. Sometimes there is agree-
ment, but if not, it must be under-
stood that God holds the husband
responsible. Therefore he is accorded
the final decision. The wife’s respon-
sibility is to support that decision and
do all she can to make it work.

Able leadership

A man who dominates his family
so they don’t feel their opinions are
worthy of consideration, will not
get cooperation, loyalty and respect.

Give-and-take discussion makes it
easier for family members to accept
that the father has the last word. The
father should make sure the family
knows the rationale behind a deci-
sion, so they understand his desire to
be fair and objective.

Do you try to get your own way?
Do you submit “to every ordinance
of man?” Do you pay your taxes? If

you are not obedient or respectful, -

it should be no surprise if your wife
follows your example.

Notice another use of the word
likewise in I Peter 3:7: After

showing wives a good example to_

follow, Peter writes to men:
“Likewise [like the good example
of a wife] you husbands, dwell
with them with understanding,
giving honor to the wife ... being
heirs together of the grace of life.”

Husbands should dwell with their
wives according to knowledge. They
should know a woman'’s needs.

Finally, “Let each one of you

.. love his own wife as himself

... submitting to one another in the
fear of God” (Ephesians 5:33, 21).

Husbands and wives must serve
one another in humility. It doesn’t
come easy, but the good fruits are
well worth it.

pieces of artillery. The Iraqi forces
are arrayed in layers of defensive
fortifications stretching across vir-
tually the entire territory of
Kuwait.

Desert Storm commander Gen.

Norman Schwarzkopf hopes to

sweep around these lines of

defense by circling on the west

into Iraq before cutting back into
Kuwait. On the east, U.S. Marines
and British forces are scheduled to
thrust across the Kuwaiti border,
heading toward Kuwait City.

Gen. Schwarzkopf confronts
three potential problems. First,
will the Arab coalition armies
assigned to hold the center of the
line do the job? Doubts persist,
especially about the Syrians. What
if the Iraqis—far better soldiers—
punch southward into Saudi Ara-
bia instead?

Second, U.S. ground forces will
be depending upon new equip-
ment, as yet untested in battle.
Though fast, the M-1A1 Abrams
tank consumes nine gallons of
fuel for every mile it travels. Says
one expert: “You're going to have
bunches of unarmored fuel trucks
running around in rear areas to
keep it supplied.” The vehicle has
also been plagued with numerous
equipment failures.

The third critical factor is the
imponderable of morale in the

heat of battle. While American
cavalry and infantry units appear
anxious to join the fray at the
moment, the ferocity of the Air-
Land Battle concept, reported the
Jan. 28 Newsweek, “in which hun-
dreds or even thousands of Ameri-
cans could be either wounded or
killed, will tax their morale.”

Such losses, should they occur,
will certainly tax the home front,
too. Saddam Hussein knows this,
having once said: “Yours is a
society which cannot accept
10,000 dead in one battle.”

The Newsweek article continued
that “however the battle ultimately
takes shape, Saddam’s objective is
not to limit his own troops’ losses:
he sacrificed more than a hundred
thousand lives against Iran and-
seems willing to do so again.

“Instead, he will seek to maxi-
mize the casualties inflicted upon
his enemy. To him, apparently,
American public opinion itself is
the war’s center of gravity.

“Trainor [retired Marine Gen. °
Bemard M. Trainor] says Saddam
formed his contempt for United
States staying power in 1983,
when President Ronald Reagan
pulled American peace-keeping
forces out of Beirut after loosing
241 Marines in a suicide truck-
bomb attack.”

Another military expert asserted
in a television interview that the
American philosophy concerning

- life and war is somehow “out of

(See FOE, page 5)
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European Diary

/By John Ross Schroeder

Secularism on retreat

for religion of substance?

BOREHAMWOOD, England—
The spread of Bibles over the past
two decades has been nothing
short of incredible. World distri-
bution has increased from more
than five million in 1970 to more
than 15 million in 1989.

Religion is also experiencing a
rise of fundamentalism, even in
England. George Carey, arch-
bishop-elect of Canterbury (the
chief Anglican spiritual office in
England), has spoken out stronger
than any other archbishop in liv-
ing memory.

In the Dec. 23 Sunday Tele-
graph John Capon wrote: “The
Church of England, according to
[Dr. Carey], has been ‘lukewarm,
disobedient, sinful and faithless.’
It has ‘lost sight of the seriousness
of sin” and ‘watered down the
supernatural.’ ” The archbishop
has shown himself ready to do
battle with sin in the Anglican
church.

The Anglican church, once the
center of British culture and social
life, has faced decline in past
decades. Attendance figures in
England have been falling for at
least 25 years. But now for the
first time since records began to
be kept, attendance is up by 1.5
percent in general, and in some
areas the figures are higher than
that.

Said the blshop of Peterbor-
ough: “We have had a steady
decline and bottomed out about
five years ago. This is a‘modest
turnaround. There is a concern
about religion and religious
things.”

In articles, in television inter-
views, even when talking to the
man in the street, there is a grow-
ing desire for something of sub-
stance. Something beyond the rat
race of day-to-day living.

The evangelical wing of the
Anglican church has been mori-
bund for decades. Now there
appears to be a discernible revival.
A tolerance for the spread of the
gospel.

The emergence of such trends is
significant for Europe. Secularism
has plagued the Continent for this
whole century. Northern Europe
has been called “the North Ger-
man plane of irreligion.”

But times are changing. For the
first time in perhaps two centuries
secularism may be retreating in
Europe. Some people see this as
worrying. The Polish opposition
party, for example, feels con-
cerned about the influence the
Roman Catholic Church already
exerts over Poland’s president,
Lech Walesa. Even the normally
secular British are showing signs
of clear response to the revived
interest in religion and spirituality
emerging in Europe.

The new public interest is also
a distinctly favorable trend to
God’s Church. We need a world
climate more sympathetic to the
Christian gospel, even to receive
a hearing. And we need a mod-
icum of acceptance here in
Europe to penetrate doors that
have been closed to us since we
first traversed the Atlantic with
the gospel in 1953.

Perhaps the character of change
in Europe will soon show itself
and shock and surprise us. The
growth in global Bible distribution
astonished me.

What are the possible effects?
Jonathan Sacks, chief Rabbi-elect,
said: “Twenty years ago it seemed
as if religion had run its natural
course in the modern world.
Today a more considered view
would be that its story has hardly

yet begun.”
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West Coast seminar challenges
brethren to take steps to success

By Lana Helmuth
PASADENA—More than 160
adults attended the “Success for
the 90s” seminar at the Cliffs
Resort Hotel in Shell Beach,
Calif., Dec. 23 to 26.

Lana Helmuth attends the
San Diego, Calif., church.

The seminar was coordinated
by Marc Courtenay, pastor of the
Santa Barbara and San Luis Obis-
po, Calif., congregations. This
was the fourth success seminar for
adults Mr. Courtenay had orga-
nized.

This seminar was born out of a
desire on the part of those in the
ministry to help brethren succeed,
he explained. ;

Mr. Courtenay and five others
spoke during the four-day confer-
ence. Joseph Tkach Jr., director of
U.S. Church Administration, was
the keynote speaker. “Success is
your decision. If you aim at noth-
ing, you will hit it,” said Mr.
Tkach Jr.

He explained the equation for
success: Success equals happiness
equals fulfilling God’s will equals
keeping God’s law.

“You don’t have to be a multi-
millionaire to be happy. You don’t
have to be a world-class athlete or
a world-class artist. You don’t
have to be a world-class anything,
other than a world-class Christian,
to be happy,” he said.

Mr. Tkach Jr. also stressed goal
planning, shewing how planning
is “a process for making dreams
come true.”

In a second address Mr. Tkach
Jr. pointed out that people are
defined by the choices they make.
He said human nature is culturally
conditioned to blame others for
mistakes, but we must take person-
al responsibility for our decisions.
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Mr. Courtenay, in a presenta-
tion, stressed that service is “one
of the giant rules underlying all
true and lasting success. Our
rewards in life will always match
our service.” He said one has to
find what people want and need,
and then give them what they
want and what is good for them.

Steven D. Andrews, director of
finance and planning, who is a
licensed attorney and a certified
public accountant, traced his
background, asking the audience
to take principles from his experi-
ences that would be helpful to
them. ‘

While relating his experience at
Ambassador College, Mr. Andrews
said Proverbs 3:5-6 played a major
role in his career development.
“ “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own
understanding,” ” he read. “ ‘In all
your ways acknowledge Him and
He shall direct your paths. In all
your ways...."” What is it you want
to do?” he asked.

He said he took God at his
word. “I’m asking you to do the
same thing.”

In a second presentation, Mr.
Andrews covered taking control
of the events in your life. He chal-
lenged the group, “I dare you to
take control,” and asked them to
accept his challenge.

He also explained that the pas-
sage of time is not beyond our
control or beyond our ability to
manage. “We say ‘time goes’ or
‘time flies,” but it doesn’t do
either. It simply passes. Time is
only relevant to you and me

because we make it relevant.
Most important, time is not a
cause of failure or success.” We
can manage the events in our
lives, he said.

Mr. Andrews also stressed,
“Success requires you to vacate
your ‘comfort zone,” ” quoting
from James W. Newman in
Release Your Breaks. He said
Christ vacated his comfort zone
by a substantial margin to go
through what he did.

Three Church members, suc-

cessful in business, gave talks on
their experiences. Michael C.
Moore, owner of Recourse Com-
munications in Norwood, Mass.,
explained his biggest problem
with employees: “My problem is
people, finding people who really
want to be successful, who really
have the burning desire to be the
best that they can be and to do a
job well.”

Mr. Moore publishes a chain of
employment newspapers. “If you
don’t succeed it’s not because you
didn’t get the breaks or God
doesn’t want you to succeed. It’s
because you lack drive and com-
mitment,” he said.

Michael S. Shuster, executive
vice president and chief financial
officer of American Confec-
tionery Corp., pulled from his
personal experience, saying,
“Anybody can achieve.” ‘He was
a slow learner as a child, so his
parents feared for his success in
life. But through commitment
and hard work he went on to
earn his master’s degree in
finance.

Trip
(Continued from page 1)

According to Mr. Salyer, the
meetings “produced recommen-
dations for better budgeting pro-
cedures, cleaner lines of commu-
nication within the office as well
as with Pasadena and recommen-
dations for some personnel
changes.”

Mr. Salyer said that Robert
Klynsmith, who is employed by
the South African Regional
Office, arrived in England Jan. 7
and will spend three weeks in the
Borehamwood Office evaluating
work flow and job descriptions.

Mr. Klynsmith did this in the
South African Office with benefi-
cal results.

Before he came to work for the
Church, he worked for a person-
nel management company, and
his job was to help companies
organize communications and
work flow.

“This is something we hope to

do in several offices over the
coming months or years,” Mr.
Salyer said. “We chose to start in
the British Office because it is
typical of virtually any office and
is the largest area of expenditure
of subsidy income.”

Mr. Salyer said: “All in all, I
think the visit to the offices was
quite successful and will produce
a more effective approach to get-
ting the work done and serving
the membership in Europe.”

The CAD-International direc-
tor’s trip was colored by one
mishap. His luggage was lost
before he arrived in London, and

since he traveled in casual cloth--

ing, “I was forced to buy an outfit
to work in and make it last all
week.”

Although one piece of luggage
was returned to him “just in time
to carry it home unopened,” he
still had not received his other
bag one week after his return.
(His bag finally arrived Jan. 22.)

Mr. Salyer began his trip Dec.

20 by attending the first Youth

Opportunities United Winter
Educational Program in Winter
Park, Colo.

Before going on to London,
Mr. Salyer also visited Big
Sandy, where he met with evan-
gelist Donald Ward, Ambassador
College president; Richard
Thompson, dean of student
affairs; and Gary Antion, dean of
students; to discuss international
student progress.

He also spent several days visit-
ing the Spanish and Italian

offices, now located in Big Sandy.
The group reviewed the senior

class in terms of international
personnel needs, and discussed
ways to improve communication
and planning between the Col-
lege and CAD-International for
the development and training of
students to serve in the Church’s
regional offices or the ministry.

He said some ask how to be
successful in business and still
keep God’s law. He answers that
keeping God’s law is the only
way to succeed.

“Any ‘luck’ that I've had I'd
have to attribute to the efforts
I’ve put into it,” said Karen
Schuster, owner of Schuster &
Schuster, which offers fund-
raising programs for nonprofit
organizations.

She learned from her parents:
“You have to be skillful, you
have to have what people are
looking for and you never, ever,
ever give up.”

Ending her presentation, Mrs.

Schuster provided information on
how to acquire funds for educa-
tion.

“There is money out there in
the form of scholarships and
grants and loans that is available
to anybody, whether they’re 18 or
60.” '

She said every year about $30
billion is available in financial
aid. Last year $6.6 billion went
unused.

In his closing comments Mr.
Tkach Jr. told the attendants: “It’s
time to squeeze the sponge and to
put into practice what you’ve
learned. It’s time to give. So go
out and be successful!”

Editors

(Continued from page 1)
booklet [Conquering Drug
Abuse],” he added. “It helps us in
the German area very much.”

Mr. Thomsen, like other lan-
guage editors, draws on a number
of translators. “We have 15 free-
lance translators. If 10 are on
vacation at once, which can hap-
pen, we have deadline and sched-
uling problems,” he said.

Work is given to each translator
according to ability. “We have
translators who specialize in
social affairs, economic affairs—
some are good at translating from
television,” said Mr. Thomsen.

In the Scandinavian region, Mr.
Oestensen uses six translators in
Oslo, Norway. One is Diedrich
Zemichow, a local church elder.

Consolidating literature

The booklet Christmas: The
Untold Story is the first core book-
let in the master plan.

Each booklet and brochure is
given a priority number, which
helps international offices keep
pace with translation and U.S.
printing schedules.

Mr. Oestensen said he wants to
begin translating Christmas after
returning to Britain, but mentioned
he has other literature in produc-
tion, such as Europe and the
Church and The Middle East in
Prophecy.

To save money, Mr. Albrecht
said, “we’re trying to reduce the
total pieces of literature in our
inventory and consolidate literature
where we can.

“We’re not changing every piece
of literature, but some changes are
necessary. We can’t continue to
present information to readers in
the '90s in the same way we did
to readers of the *70s and "80s.”

For example, The Autobiogra-
phy of Herbert W. Armstrong and
the Seven Laws of Success will be
consolidated into a single booklet,
possibly in 1992, the 100th year
of Mr. Armstrong’s birth.

Showing how Mr. Armstrong

Your involvement in the Work
produces fruit. This column shows
how the World Tomorrow telecast
and the Church’s publications
change the lives of subscribers, co-
workers and prospective members. .

Excellent articles

I just wanted to say I loved the Jan-
vary Plain Truth ... magazine. Some-
times some articles are boring, but I still
read them. Mr. [Paul] Kroll’s article ...
“Beware the Faust Syndrome™ was cool,
okay, excellent.

Mr. Dexter Faulkner's article “Freedom
Without Responsibility” and Mr. John
Halford’s article “The Wild West's Lega-
cy of Shame” were ... outstanding and
the other articles interesting, not boring.

S.J.
Columbia, S.C.
%% 3% W
Literature inspirational

Thank you so much for allowing me

to receive The Plain Truth, Good News,
and the Youth magazine over the past
several years. It has meant a lot to me,
especially living overseas.

My older son is now 14 and he really
looks forward to each issue of Youth 91.
I also want to express my appreciation
for the Bible lessons my children have
been receiving.

With appreciation and gratitude for
the hope you extend to us through your

inspirational literature.
S.N.
Kawasaki-shi, Japan
woOw R

Comments on publication change
According to your letter you are
putting The Good News and The Plain
Truth together as one publication. I like
that idea for the following reason. What
is good news but the plain truth in the
first place?
W.B.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

succeeded by applying the laws, the
biography “would be a nice memo-
rial to him, honoring his work
and his life,” said Mr. Albrecht.

John Halford, a Plain Truth
senior writer, will be the official
biographer.

New scholarship and archaeo-
logical discoveries compel the
Church to update The Authority of
the Bible. “Tt will be the seminal
work we do on the Bible,” said Mr.
Albrecht. “We will delve into the
canon and the inspiration and reve-
lation of the Bible.”

The term pagan will be removed
from the booklet Pagan Holidays
or God’s Holy Days—Which?
“That word needlessly incites peo-
ple,” said Mr. Albrecht. “The new
booklet will articulate God’s plan
and expand on the Holy Days.”

Editors will use present literature
stocks until notified by Pasadena to
replace old literature.

Review team

The international editors also
learned that booklet authors are
asked to submit outlines (or treat-
ments) before they begin writing.

“The manuscript review team
then reviews the treatment and
makes course corrections up
front,” said Mr. Albrecht.

The manuscript review team
consists of chairman Michael
Feazell, Mr. Albrecht, Mr. Kelly,
Victor Kubik, Mr. Salyer, K.J.
Stavrinides and Joseph Tkach Jr.

Meeting for three hours a week,
the committee works to ensure the
quality of manuscripts.

Style and technology

The editors attended various
meetings in Pasadena.

Mr. Albrecht and Mr. Feazell
conducted a workshop on editorial
style.

Sheila Graham, Plain Truth
managing editor, showed the group
how the Church is using new
technology to produce literature.

Don Patrick, technical support
manager, illustrated how desktop
publishing fits into the Church’s
five-year plan and when language
offices could expect to receive
equipment (many by 1992).

Ron Grove and Tom Hanson
from The Worldwide News helped
editors with a hands-on introduc-
tion to the Macintosh computer
and QuarkXPress software.

Mr. Kelly gave an overview of
The Plain Truth, showing the em-
phasis on the biblical perspective.

Mr. Salyer explained the interna-
tional role of The Plain Truth and
how American and international
perceptions differ.

“We want to be culturally sensi-
tive,” he said. “By the April issue,
we should be getting our stride and
seeing how the new biblical per-
spective is working worldwide.”

Mr. Albrecht and Jim Herst of
Editorial discussed the possible
need for a new correspondence
course, proceeding over a period of
time, and gave an overview of what
shape that new course might take.

Editors returned to their respec-
tive areas later than planned, be-
cause Pastor General Joseph W.
Tkach suspended corporate travel
Jan. 16 to 22 because of the Gulf
War and accompanying dangers.
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How to make song service
Important part of worship

By Larry Johnson
Paul and Silas were seized and

dragged before the magistrates.
Influenced by an emotional
crowd, the magistrates ordered the
rod bearers to tear off Paul and
Silas’ clothes. Then, with the
crowd watching, they were beaten
until they bled (Acts 6:16-22).
Finally Paul and Silas were
thrown into a cold, dark cell and
their feet were securely bound. At
this point they did the last thing
you might expect them to do. With
their bodies bleeding and their feet

tight in the stocks, Paul and Silas
sang praises to God (verse 25).

Larry Johnson is a re-
searcher for Editorial Services.

“Suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken;
and immediately all the doors
were opened and everyone’s
chains were loosed” (verse 26).

Praise and worship
The importance of music is a

common theme in the Bible.
Singing praises to God is not
something humans discovered,
however. It is, perhaps, billions
of years old. God asked Job,
“Where were you ... when the
morning stars [angels] sang
together, and all the sons of God

‘shouted for joy,” at the beauty

and majesty of the creation of
earth (Job 38:7, New King James
throughout) .

Music has played important
roles in human affairs. Moses and
Israel sang praises to God upon

Polio vaccine

Should I get a polio vaccine if
my child is given one? I have
not been vaccinated and I heard
I could contract polio if my
child is given a vaccine.

Whether to receive vaccines—
or any other medical procedure or
drug—must be a personal choice.
There are too many medical
options and circumstances for the
Church to make recommendations
for individual cases.

The Church encourages mem-
bers to gather information to make
wise decisions. It is not wise to
blindly trust every doctor’s rec-
ommendation. Nor is it wise to
blindly disagree with every doc-
tor.

Many medical procedures,
including some vaccines, have
been tested for years. Numerous
of these have been proven effec-
tive in reducing the frequency
and severity of various physical,
biological or biochemical prob-
lems. But almost all medical pro-
cedures also include a certain
amount of risk for each individu-
al. :
There is a certain risk in taking
a vaccine, and there is another risk
involved in not taking it. Taking a
vaccine is not sin, but some,
because of conscience or personal
choice, may choose to avoid vac-
cines.

The risks may be different for
different vaccines, different in dif-
ferent nations, different for men
and women, different for babies,
children, adults and senior citizens
or because of variation in health
history.

With that in mind, we will give
more information about polio vac-
cines, because many have asked
about them. There are two types,
named after their inventors.

The Salk vaccine uses dead,
inactive viruses. It must be inject-
ed. The dead viruses help the
body know what the “enemy” is.
Antibodies will then be formed
that fight any future polio virus
that might somehow get into the
body. :

- The Sabin vaccine uses live

viruses that have been weakened.
This vaccine can be swallowed.
The viruses cause a weak infec-
tion in the intestines, where—
under normal circumstances—
they do no harm, but still cause
the body to form antibodies that
will fight polio viruses.

In the Western world, most
polio vaccinations are given to
children. Since children generally
do not like injections, U.S. medi-
cal authorities prefer the Sabin
vaccine, and the Salk vaccine is
not often used.

In areas where most children
have been vaccinated, extremely
few get the disease—far fewer
than before the vaccines were
used. But, ironically, a few—very
few—people get polio because of
the vaccine.

Some medical authorities there-
fore recommend that anyone in
the following categories should
avoid the live Sabin vaccine:

@ Anyone with cancer, leukemia

or a disease that lowers the body’s -

resistance to disease

® Anyone taking cortisone or any
other drug that lowers the body’s
resistance to disease

@ Anyone who lives in a house-
hold with someone with low resis-
tance to disease

@ Anyone 18 or older

@ Pregnant women

@ Anyone sick with any disease
more serious than a cold

Note for parents who have not
been given a polio vaccine:

Children who have been given a
live polio vaccine can give active
viruses to others. For four to six
weeks after the child receives the
live vaccine, dirty diapers, stools
and vomit can contain live virus-
es. In most cases, this does not
cause a problem. But in rare cases
it can cause polio disease in an
adult or child who has not been
vaccinated.

Parents should take great care
to ensure that their immunized
children do not come in contact
with people who have not been
immunized. Those who have not
been immunized should avoid

those immunized with a live virus
for up to one month.

The chances of infection are
low enough that the U.S. Public
Health Service recommends that
children be given the live vaccine
anyway. For those who want to
reduce this risk, the dead Salk
vaccine is still available, although
not common.

The Salk vaccine injection is
recommended for children who
have low resistance to disease or
are living with someone with low
resistance. It is' recommended for
previously unvaccinated adults
who plan to travel to a nation
where polio is common, or for
previously unvaccinated adults
whose children will be given the
live vaccine.

The Church does not approve
nor disapprove these medical rec-
ommendations. We are merely
reporting information that some
members want to be aware of. The
Church is not in the business of
making medical decisions.

In Western nations, the risk of
catching polio is small, whether
the adult receives a vaccine or not.
Medical authorities think the risk
is smaller if the adult is given a
vaccine. Each adult should make
his or her own decision.

More information can be ob-
tained from government health
departments.

their deliverance from the armies
of Pharaoh (Exodus 15:1). We
sing this song today—it’s on page
116 of the The Bible Hymnal.
Singing played an important

part in dedicating the walls of

Jerusalem (Nehemiah 12:27).
Music and singing were important
parts of Old Testament worship (I
Chronicles 6:31, 23:5).

Paul mentioned the importance
of praising and thanking God in

you sing. This will help you sing
with more feeling.

3) Make a joyful noise. We are
not all blessed with beautiful
singing voices. However, God is
interested in our enthusiasm.

We should sing joyfully, from
the heart, because we earnestly
want to praise God.

- As the Sabbath approaches, con-
gregations all over the earth sing
praises to God. It’s like a gigantic

We should sing joyfully, from the heart,
because we earnestly want to praise

God.

song when he wrote to the church
in Ephesus. “Speaking to one
another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and mak-
ing melody in your heart to the
Lord, giving thanks always for all
things to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Ephesians 5:19-20).

To the Colossians Paul wrote:
“Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. And whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through
Him” (Colossians 3:16-17).

Song service

Praising God through song and
music is something we can do
each day, but it is especially
important at Sabbath services.

The song service is an opportu-
nity for us to praise God—an
important part of services in
God’s eyes.

David said: I will praise You, O
Lord, with my whole heart; I will
tell of all Your marvelous works
... I will sing praise to Your name,
O Most High” (Psalm 9:1-2).

Here are some things we can do
to make the song service more
meaningful:

1) Help children sing with you
and follow along. Many children
will enjoy being included during
this part of services.

2) Think about the words while

choir. How beautiful it must
sound to God .

As King David said, “For it is
good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and praise is
beautiful” (Psalm 147:1).

Foei

(Continued from page 2)
sync” with the realities of the
Middle Eastern world. While
American officials praise the abili-
ty of their high-tech weaponry to
strike strategic targets with preci-
sion, thereby keeping civilian casu-
alties to a minimum, the Iragis lob
missiles indiscriminately against
the population centers of Israel.

Saddam Hussein proclaimed the
conflict “the mother of all battles.”
He intends not just to bloody
America’s and Britain’s noses but
to emerge victorious, as fanciful as
that may seem to those in the
Western world who place so much
reliance on high-tech weaponry.

“Saddam’s ambition,” added

Time magazine Jan. 28, “has been
to use Iragi muscle and achieve-
ment to unite the Arabs and there-
by recreate the vast Abbasid
Empire, which lasted 500
years....
“An Arab diplomat says, ‘He
[Saddam Hussein] anticipated
and welcomed some U.S. reac-
tion. That’s part of his strategy
for making himself bigger. When
you have a strong enemy, that
makes you stronger.’ ”

BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER

The Resurrection
From the Dead

A

Several of the gospel accounts record
controversy between the Pharisees and
Sadducees about the resurrection from the
dead and what Christ told them (Matt. 22:23-33,
Mark 12:18-27, Luke 20:27-38). The doctrine of
resurrection from the dead is one of the
foundational doctrines of Christianity .
® There is a resurrection to life and a
resurrection to death (John 5:28-29; Acts
24:15).
® The resurrection to eternal life wouldn't have
been possible if Christ had not died to pay for
our sins (John 3:16). The death of Christ justi-
fied us. But it was his resurrection to life that
makes our resurrection possible (Rom. 5:10).
© Before we can be resurrected we must die.

First we must give up our past way of life,

symbolically dying and being resurrected in the
ceremony of baptism. Then, after a life of
overcoming, we can be resurrected to life when
Christ returns (Rom. 6:5).

® There is more than one resurrection. The
saints of God are to be part of the first and

better resurrection—better because death is
never again possible after this resurrection
(Heb. 11:35, Rev. 20:4-6). Being part of this first
resurrection is the goal and hope of every true
Christian (I Thess. 4:13-18).

@ God has established an order of resur-
rections. His saints will be first, to be followed in
a second resurrection by the great majority of
humanity who didn’t have a chance to know
God's truth during their lives (I Cor. 15:20-26).
Finally, in a third resurrection, the wicked—
those who did know God'’s truth and rejected
it—will come up to face eternal judgment of
death in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15).

® When resurrected, the saints will be
composed of spirit, not physical matter (I Cor.
15:42-44).

® Those in the first resurrection won't live as
physical beings in a physical society. We'll
live as eternal spirit beings in the family of
God (Matt. 22:30; Luke 20:34-38). We'll be
filled with God’s own character, incapable of
sin .
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is much more than confessing
Christ with the mouth. John was
referring to a confession of
truth, a confession with under-
standing, and Mr. Armstrong
sought to explain the full depth
of that conversion.

He brought out that a true
conversion began with a real and
personal need for Christ in the
clear understanding of who
Christ is, what he has done and
what he is doing. Accepting his
name stands for a momentous
decision to forsake all else and
follow him with mind and heart
till death.

A one-time, emotional feeling
resulting in confession of sins

~and verbal acceptance of Jesus

Christ as Savior may be the
beginning of true conversion,
but it cannot be the full expres-
sion of conversion.

A change of life

Conversion is change. It
involves something new, some-
thing different. Whether Chris-
tian conversion is described as a
new life, a new beginning, a
new man or woman, a regenera-
tion, a spiritual conception, an
adoption by a new Father or as a
barren tree that at last begins to
bear fruit, it involves a real
change of life that results in the
convert’s beginning to bear spir-
itual fruit.

The ultimate basis of conver-
sion is the love of God (John
3:16). For the first time, a man
or woman becomes aware of the
vast and infinite love God has
for him or her.

Love for others and love for
God cannot be separated. The
more a person accepts God’s
love, the more he cannot help
but express love toward others.
Of course, he cannot do this
immeasurably as God does. He
finds himself falling short. His
very inability to respond to oth-
ers with the depth and breadth of
love he knows God has for him
causes him to return to God in
humility, realizing his own inad-
equacy and weakness, again
finding strength and encourage-
ment in God’s infinite love,
which then motivates him
toward an even deeper love
toward others.

This is the continuing process
of the Christian’s relationship
with God and his fellowman.
This has always been the teach-
ing of the Church, and will con-
tinue to be. But this is not to say
that there aren’t other, equally
good, biblical descriptions of the
Christian’s present life and
- growth.

Even before the death of Mr.
Armstrong, the Church under-
stood that I John 3:9 is not really
speaking of an impossibility to
sin, but of the need of the Chris-
tian not to abide in sin.

The Church knew that this
verse was incorrectly rendered
in the King James Version as
“whosoever is born of God ...
cannot sin.”

The Greek text is correctly
understood as “whoever is born
of God cannot abide in a state
of sin.” A Christian can sin, but
he does not abide in sin. Rather
than a complete cessation of
sin, what John describes is a
life that is not characterized by
sin.

The reason given for the
Christian’s departure from sinful

living is the presence of God’s
nature in him. In John’s terms,
if “God’s seed” (that is, God’s
nature) is in the Christian, he
will not pursue a sinful way of
life, even though he may com-
mit sins from time to time. As a
human son has his father’s
physical nature in him, so the
child of God has his Father’s
spiritual nature in him.

This explanation is correct.
But its acknowledgement raises
issues that the Church has never
addressed in the past, despite its

changed to “conceived.” It is
true that begotren would be a
correct translation, but that is
only because begotten also
means “born.” It would be a
wrong translation to substitute
conceived for born or begotten.
A different Greek word, sul-
lambano, is used when the

meaning is “conception.” Exam- .

ples of conception, using sullam-
bano, are found in Luke 1:24, 31
and 2:21.

In Matthew 1:20, the King
James Version translates the

a person lose an orientation that
is alien to the kingdom of God,
and gain a nature that is in har-
mony with it.

A better rendering of “born
again” in these verses is “born
from above.” This is noted in
some versions either in the text
or in the margin.

Paul made the same point in
Romans 8:6-9: “For to be car-
nally [fleshly] minded is death,
but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace. Because the car-
nal [fleshly] mind is enmity

Nicodemus believed, as did all the Pharisees, that the kingdom of
God was theirs by virtue of their being the physical descendants of
Abraham. Jesus’ point was that physical generation has no bearing

on the inheritance of God'’s spiritual kingdom.

correct understanding.

For example, the Greek verb
used in the expression “born of
God” is gennao. Mr. Armstrong
generally applied “born of God”
to man’s change to a spirit
being at the time of the resur-
rection of the dead. As we have
seen the verse refers to the pre-
sent life—to abiding in sin.

This means that the expres-
sion “born of God,” in I John
3:9, must refer to the present

life. The man born of God, who

does not continue in sin, is none
other than the Christian.

Conception and birth

In light of this understanding,
the Church must now redefine
its explanation of the verb gen-
nao, not the correctness of the
basic doctrine that the Church
has been teaching about the
spiritual life.

Mr. Armstrong’s purpose was
to point out the difference
between true conversion and
false conversion. In making that
important point, Mr. Armstrong
restricted the meaning of the
Greek word gennao to “beget-
tal.”

Mr. Armstrong knew that
gennao is often translated in the
King James Version as begot-
ten. But because begotten is
used of the Father, Mr. Arm-
strong used this term as if it
were a counterpart of con-
ceived. Begotten is an archaic
word in English, and Mr. Arm-
strong was not aware of this
misunderstanding of its defini-
tion.

The correct definition of
begotten, however (and the one
used in the days of King
James), is not solely the father’s
role in conception, but always
includes the birth. In other
words, if a man has begotten a
child, he has actually received
(or gotten) the child.

On the other hand, if his wife
experiences a miscarriage, he
has not begotten a child. He has
only played a part in its concep-
tion. Beget is not the same as
conceive. In other words, the
equivalent of the phrase, “born
of a woman” is “begotten of a
man.” Both of these phrases
refer to birth.

As we have always known,
when Peter says, “having been
born again, not of corruptible seed
but incorruptible, through the word
of God which lives and abides for-
ever” (I Peter 1:23, NKJ), he is
speaking of conversion.

We have thought that if we
changed the word born to
begotten, the meaning would be

verb gennao as conceived. Of
course, this is an accurate
description of Mary’s condition;
she had conceived. However,
this rendering misses the refined
nuance of the Greek original,
which does not focus attention
on Mary, but on the product of a
miracle—the presence of a
fetus, as distinct from her condi-
tion.

In other words, the Greek
word gennao, in this context,
focuses on the result, not on the
initiation. The general sense of
the passage is: “That which has
come about [is produced, has
come to fruition] inside her is
the product of the Holy Spirit.”

Therefore, far from showing
that Matthew uses the verb gen-
nao for a beginning, this verse
shows that he uses it for the
result—even though the womb
is biologically the place where a
human being begins existence.
In this sense, begotten would be
preferable to conceived. Trans-
lators, however, often prefer a
good English translation in spite
of the literal meaning of the
original text.

Again, Mr. Armstrong’s anal-

against God; for it is not subject
to the law of God, nor indeed
can be. So then, those who are
in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh but
in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit
of God dwells in you. Now if
anyone does not have the Spirit
of Christ, he is not His” (NKJ).

Far from stating the obvious,
Jesus was explaining that one
needs God’s Spirit in order to
inherit a spiritual kingdom. This
is another way of saying what
he had said earlier in John 1:12:
“As many as received him, to
them gave he power to become
the sons of God.” Jesus was
speaking of the new, spiritual
inner man.

Nicodemus believed, as did
all the Pharisees, that the king-
dom of God was theirs by virtue
of their being the physical
descendants of Abraham. Jesus’
point was that physical genera-
tion has no bearing on the inher-
itance of God’s spiritual king-
dom.

The necessary ingredient to
enable a human, whatever his
physical heritage may be, to

enter the kingdom of God is the

Christianity is not a slogan, not even
just a new way of life. It is a new way of
life in Jesus Christ as his disciples who
love him and keep his commands (John

14:15, 23).

ogy of human gestation is a
good analogy. But we must not

confuse it with the biblical anal- .

ogy of being “born again,”
which is referring to Christian
conversion.

Flesh and spirit

Now let’s look at John 3:6-8.
In verse 6, Christ said to
Nicodemus, “That which is
born of the flesh is flesh”—
meaning that it cannot enter into
a spiritual kingdom.

Nicodemus was wrong in
interpreting Jesus’ statement of
verse 3 (“Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God”) in terms of a lit-
eral birth. Jesus added, “That
which is born of the Spirit is
spirit” (verse 6).

Jesus was not referring to the
composition of a Christian’s
body, which, of course, is flesh.
He was referring to an invisible
element (verse 8) that must
come from God in order to
transform- a human being. Only
through such regeneration could

Holy Spirit. :

In verse 8, Jesus is telling
Nicodemus why he was wrong
to be surprised that a man must
be born again (verse 7). Jesus
uses the word pneuma (wind) as
a parallel of pneuma (spirit),
and says, “The wind blows, and
we hear the sound, but we do
not know its origin or destina-
tion.” He concludes, “So is
everyone that is born of the
Spirit.”

In other words, a man’s
change is evident in the result or
fruit of the Spirit (just as the
sound -of the wind is proof that
the wind is blowing). Just as
Nicodemus had to concede the
blowing of the wind by its
fruits, so he had to concede the
operation of God’s Spirit by its
fruits.

It is a correct biblical analogy
to refer to the Christian as hav-
ing been born again. But we
must understand that this refer-
ence says nothing about a spirit
being. It is referring to conver-
sion. It is not what so many

Protestant evangelists have
described as simply “making
your decision for Christ.”

Christianity is not a slogan,
not even just a new way of life.
It is a new way of life in Jesus
Christ as his disciples who love
him and keep his commands
(John 14:15, 23).

Conversion not inheritance

In summary, we must under-
stand that when the Bible
speaks of a person as being
“born again,” it is speaking of
Christian conversion, not of the
ultimate Christian inheritance.

Mr. Armstrong’s analogy of
human gestation, which
likened the receipt of eternal
life to human birth, is a proper
analogy. But we must realize
that although it is a proper
analogy, it is not the same
analogy used by the apostles in
the Bible.

Let’s understand that this
clarification in no way affects
the essence of our doctrine. Our
doctrine can be briefly summa-
rized as follows:

1) In this life, a man with
God’s Spirit is a new creature.

2) Through the Holy Spirit,
the Christian walks in newness
of life until Christ’s coming and
the resurrection from the dead.

3) At the resurrection (Christ’s
coming), the Christian is changed
to spirit and puts on immortality.

4) As immortal, spirit beings,
Christians will be like Christ
and are to reign with him.

Our doctrine remains exact-
ly the same. Likewise, Mr.
Armstrong’s analogy of human
gestation is perfectly fine, so
long as we understand that it is
not the same as the analogy
used in the New Testament.
The New Testament does not
use the analogy of a new birth
when referring to the ultimate
Christian inheritance of
immortality.

Our booklets will begin to
reflect this clarification as they
come up for reprinting.

As I just wrote in the January
member and co-worker letter,
these are difficult and trying
times for all humanity. We
should all pray for God’s will to
be done and for protection for
all God’s people in all parts of
the world.

We should also pray for all
families affected by the war and
for world leaders, so that, as
Paul wrote, we may live peace-
ful and quiet lives in all godli-
ness and holiness.

As I have often said, our spir-
itual citizenship is in heaven.
We have been called, in a sense,
to give up our own identities
and to take on a new identity,
that of children of God, citizens
of his spiritual nation.

As members of the Body of
Christ, with brothers and sisters
from every nationality and
human citizenship, our ultimate
allegiance is to God. Our prayer
in any international conflict is
that God’s will be done and that
his purpose be furthered. What-
ever the eventual outcome of
the Gulf War, we know our
commission, and we must never
cease from doing it.

Our hearts go out to all those
who have and will suffer from
the tragedy of war. We should
pray for them, and especially, as
Jesus commanded, we should
pray with all the more zeal,
“Thy kingdom come!” My
prayers are with you all.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS

ANDERSON, Jeff and Juliana (Hiebert)
of Winnipeg, Man., girl, Selina Elizabeth,
Oct. 30, 8325.m 7 pounds 6 ounces,
now 2 boys, 1 girl.

ARD, David and Shell (Srmth)dek
etsbnrgWVa. girl, Amelia, Dec.

13, 1:17 a.m., 8 pounds 13 ounces, now
2 girls.

BRINCKMAN, Thad and Ella (Cox) of
i Dustin W

Dec. 24, 7:57 ;.ml.'s pounds 51/2
ounces, now 2 boys, 1 girl.
BURNS, Larry and Dana (Schmock) of

Elyria, Ohio, boy, Dominic John, Sept.
26, 11:20 p.m., B pounds 5 ounces, now
2boys.

MR. & MRS. ERIC WIESMAN

Kalee S. Young of Calgary, Alta., and
Eric M. Wiesman of Cincinnati, Ohio,
were united in marriage Sept. 22 in
by Al Dennis, Cincinnati North pastor.
Delores and Jane Wiesman were
matrons of honor, and Mark and Mike
Wiesman were best men. The couple live

CHISM, Jerr{nand Patricia (Owings)
Chesterfield, Mme.

16, 2:56 p.m., 10pounds now 3 girls.

CUNNINGHAM, Daniel and Tammy
(Champagne) of New Orleans, La., boy,
Joshua Albert, Nov. 27, 7:23 a.m., 7
pounds 2 ounces, first child.

FOSTER, Claude and Rebecca (Clem-
ent) of Baton Rouge, La., girl, Jennifer
Marie, Dec. 9, 6:32 a.m., 7 pounds 14'/2
ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.

PALMER, Derek and Mary (Finch) of
Leighton Buzzard, E , girl, Rebecca
Ehzabeth Dec. 11, 1250pm Spounds
10 ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.

PELKEY, Robert and Cheryl (West) of
Coventry, Vi, boy, Aaron Michael, Dec.
12, 1148am 7 pounds 3 ounces, now
2 boys, 3 girls.

in Ci

MR. & MRS. MARTIN G. MACHIN
Johana Lyn Friedrichs and Martin Grego-
ryMadinwewumtedmmaniaoeJan.G

PLANKEN, Robert and Lori (Witt) of Sait
Lake City, Utah, girl, Marissa, Oct. 4,
12:15 p.m., 6 pounds 4 ounces, now 2
giris.

REDMON, Kenneth and Connie (Hillman)
of San Jose, Calif., boy, Benjamin
Joseph, Dec. 10, 6:02 a.m., 6 pounds
11%/2 ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.

RUSSO, Carmine and Janice (Dion) of
Brookiyn, N.Y., boy, Daniel Joseph, Nov.
29, 8:22 pm 9 pounds 1 ounce, first
child.

SCHWARTZ, Craig and Karen (Rexine)
of Fargo, N.D., boy, Thomas Michael,
Dec. 17, 192pm 8 pounds 9 ounces,
now 1 boy, 3 girls.

WEST, David and Lori {Cooper) of
Pasadena, girl, Ashley Lauren, Dec. 17,
6:33 a.m., 8 pounds 3 ounces, first child.

WHEELER, Mark and Dawn (Murphy) of
Boise, Idaho, girl, Brenn Rachel, Nov. 13,
9:34 a.m., 8 pounds 1 ounce, now 1 boy,
1 girl.

WILLIAMS, Greg and Susan (Lzmg) of

. Denver, Colo., boy, Gatlin Dean, Dec. 22

6:19 a.m., 6 pounds 5 ounces, now 3
boys.

in H Tex. The ¢ was per-
formed by Jim Franks, Houston North
pastor. Robert Bell was best man, and
Judith Friedrichs, twin sister of the bride,
was maid of honor. The couple live in
Houston. :

MR. & MRS. DONALD SJOGREN Ii

Judy Sprague, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Clee Sprague of Clinton, Ind., and Don-
ald Sjogren |i, son of Mr, and Mrs. Don
Sjogren of San Antonio, Tex., were unit-
ed in marriage Sept. 23 in St Charles,
Mo. The ceremony was performed by
John Halford, a Plain Truth senior writer.
Betsy Stern was matron of honor, and
Darin Sjogren was best man. The couple
live in Chicago, Iil.

ENGAGEMENTS

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Tooke otf':unbury,

daughter Christine to
Edge, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Edge of
Perth, W.A. A Jan. 28 wedding is planned.

Jeremy and Besse Cooper are happy to
announce the engagement of their moth-
er, Jacquelyn, to William H. Behrer lil. A
summer wedding is planned

Minn., are to announce
the engagement of their daughter Jan
Lynne to John Edward Miller Iil, son of
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Mmerllofwmng-

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Malcomson Sr. of
Rochester,

MR. & MRS. ROBERT B. BOHA'NON
Valane Lane Price and Robert Bruce

ton, Del. A March 30 wedding is pl

WEDDINGS

MR. & MRS. GARRY CABAHIT

Janet Soledad, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Bernardo Soledad of Romblon, Philip-
pines, and Garry Cabahit, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Elano Cabahit of Malaybalay,
Philippines, were united in marriage
Nov. 25 in Marikina, Philippines. The
ceremony was performed by Paul Kief-
fer, regional director for the Philippines.
Ana Roxas was matron of honor, and
Rex was best man. The cou-
ple live in Quezon City, Philippines, and
work in the Philippine ional Office.

MR. & MRS. BRUCE TURLEY

Mr. and Mrs. William Halsted of
Jamestown, Calif., are pleased to
announce the marriage of their daugh-
ter Nancy Irene to Bruce Turley. The
ceremony was performed June 24 in
Sonora, Calif., by Oswald Engelbart,
Modesto, Calif., pastor. John Turley,
father of the groom, was best man, and
Mary Halsted, sister of the bride, was
maid of honor. The couple live in Both-
ell, Wash.

) were united in marriage March

4 in Pasadena. The ceremony was per-
formed by Donald Contardi, Huntsville
and Florence, Ala., associate pastor.
Sheri Dunk was matron of honor, and
Gordon Bohannon was best man. The
couple live in Pasadena.

MR. & MRS. PAUL A. CARTER

Tracy Rene Weiser, of Mr. and
Mrs. Timothy Gilroy of Moreno Valley,
Calif., and Paul Andrew Carter, son of
Beveny Pope of Carthage, Mo., were unit-
ed in marriage Aug. 19 in San Bemdno
Calif. The ceremony was performed by
James Russell, a in the Riverside,
Calif., church. Chnstme Licciardi was
matron of honor, and Mike Dickerson was
best man. The couple, both Ambassador
College graduates, live in Carthage.

MR. & MRS. PRESTON OLMSTEAD
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip A. Anderson of Brad-

ford, Tenn., are pleased to announce the

of their daughter Amy to Pres-
ton Oimstead, son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Olmstead of Oswego, lil. The
ceremony was July 8 in Hins-
dale, IIL, by John Coco, a minister in the
Chicago, lll., West church. Anita Ulseth
and Bonita Wendt, sisters of the bride,
were matrons of honor. David Kolodziej
and Mark Saranga were best men. The
ates, live in Pasadena.

MR. & MRS. KAl B. HYPKO

Tonya Elaine Fm;e of Colorado Springs,
Kai Bodo Hypko of Hamburg,

both of Sherman, Tex., are happy to
e the iage of their daugh
Keiley Anne Carpender to Robert
Edward Rouse, son of Mr. and Mrs.
John M. Rouse of Arlington, Tex. The
ceremony was performed Aug. 26 by
Don Waterhouse, Fort Worth, Tex., East
pastor. Angela Showalter was maid of
honor, and Alan Waldrop was best man.

The couple live in Bedford, Tex.

MR. & MRS. SCOTT HOTTLE
Eida John Waybnghl and Millie Marie

Getmany were united in
5. The ceremony was performed by
David Carley, Colorado ings pastor.
Melinda Chalmers was maid of honor,
and Matthew Gus was best man. The
couple, both Ambassador College grad-
uates, live in Loveland, Colo.

MR. & MRS. KEVIN PHILLIPS

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert W. Cole are
pleased to announce the marriage of
their daughter Sharon Louise to Kevin
John Phillips. The ceremony was per-
formed Jan. 7 by Daniel Orban, Char-
lotte, N.C_, pastor. Ann Ferrell, aunt of
the bride, was maid of honor, and Todd
Phillips, brother of the groom, was best
man. The couple, both Ambassador Col-
lege graduates, five in Rock Hill, S.C.

MR. & MRS. ROMULO LiM

Alice M. Felix and Romulo N. Lim are
pleased to announce their marriage,
which took place Oct. 14 in Manila,
Phlhppmes The ceremony was per-
formed by Jose , Quezon
Philippines, pastor. Brenda Coria, sister
of the bride, was matron of honor, and
Antonio Santillan was best man. The
couple live in Toronto, Ont.

MR. & MRS. PAUL ACHTEMICHUK

Camay Ward of Parkersburg, W.Va.,
and Paul Achtemichuk of Rhein, Sask.,
are happy to announce their marriage,
which took place Nov. 11 in Parkers-
burg. The ceremony was performed by
Stephen Brown, Parkersburg pastor.
Robin Bailey was matron of honor, and
Eddie Achtemichuk, brother of the
groom, was best man. The couple live in
Rhein.

‘3‘5" N

MR. & MRS. JOHN ZAPRZALA

Nicki LeBlanc and John Zaprzala were
united in marriage Aug. 5 in Houston,
Tex. The ceremony was performed by
Gary Pen¥ Houston South, West and
Victoria, Tex., associate pastor. The
couple five in B»g Sandy.

MR. & MRS. DANIEL E. OMER

Pauline Sue Salyer and Daniel Edward
Omer were united in marriage Oct. 20, in
Bowiing Green, Ky. Sheri Tomes and
Marcus Omer served as attendants.
George Patmor, a minister in the Madi-
sonville, Ky., church, performed the cer-
emony. Pauline is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Hap Salyer Sr. of Bowling
Green. Daniel is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Marcus Omer of Madisonville. The cou-
ple live in Louisville, Ky.

MR. & MRS. ROBERT ROUSE
Jack Carpender and Mrs. Fred Jones,

to announce the
mamage of their daughter April Dare to
Scott Maurice Hottle, son of Nada Hottle
of Mulvane, Kan. The ceremony was

July 29 at the Waybright farm
in Ripley, W.Va., by evangelist Herman
L. Hoeh, Plain Truth editor. Elizabeth
9 " Docken was maid of honor, and
Ted Landis was best man. The couple
live in Maspeth, N.Y.

MR. & MRS. JOHN C. MYERS

Lisa Marie Howell, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Clyde Howell of Dayton, Ohio, and
John Christian Myers, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Norman A. Myers Sr. of Dayton
were united in July 1. The cer-
emony was performed by the groom's
father, Dayton associate pastor. Cheryl
Howell, sister of the bride, was maid of
honor, and Steve Myers, brother of the
groom was best man. The couple live in
Point, Wis.

MR. & MRS. STEPHEN MADDEN

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Eicher of

burg, Pa., are to announce the
marriage of their daughter Tracie Louise
to Robert Madden, son of Judy
Clark and Stephen Madden of Pekin, il
The ceremony was performed Sept. 2 by
George Affeidt, Huntingdon and Indiana,
Pa., pastor. Carla Beilstein was maid of
honor, and Scott Herridge was best
man. The couple live in linois.

MR. & MRS. GRANT CHICK

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Demont of Durban,
South Africa, are pleasad to announce
the wedding of their daughter Kim to
Grant Chick, son of Jan Chick of New
Zealand. The ceremony was performed
by Peter Nathan, a faculty member at

Ambassador Coﬂege on the Demonts’
sugar estate Sept. 23. Edward Dunn
was best man, and Charisse Dunn was
matron of honor. The couple, both
Ambassador College graduates, live in
Durban.

MR. & MRS. GREG C. TAYLOR

Wynn Marie Patterson, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Jerry Patterson of Marietta,
Ga.afﬂGregc.Tarof son of Mr. and
Mrs. James Taylor of Montgomery, Ala.,
were united in marriage Dec. 23. The
ceremony was performed by L. David
Stone, Hattiesburg, Miss., pastor. The
couple live in

MR. & MRS. ADRIAN HUGHES

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Reeves of
Lawrence, N.S.W., are pleased to
announce the marriage of their eldest
daughter Suzanne Yvette, to Adrian

Robert Hughes, son of Tim and Eleanor

Hughes of Redland Qid. The cere-
mony was performe: July 1 by Reg
anht&who warks in the Australian

imone Worthing was matron of
honor, and Mark Jackson was best man.

ANNIVERSARIES

The children of Bob and Nancie Witt
the Salt Lake City, Utah, church woul
like to congratulate their parents on their
31st wedding anniversary Oct. 21. The
Witts have three children and six grand-
children.

DR. & MRS. CLINT ZIMMERMAN

Dr. and Mrs. Clint C. Zimmerman cele-
brated their 45th wedding anniversary
Jan. 1. The Zimmermans, who attend the
Pasadena West P.M. church, have three
chﬂdren Chuck, Kamie and Susan. Dr.

'an is an gelist who works
|n Church Administration.

MR. & MRS. ED MAKORTOFF
The children of Ed and Betty Makortoff of
Vancouver, B.C., would like to congratu-
Iatemewparemsonmenzsthwsddm

anniversary, Oct. 27. The Makortoffs
have eight children.

MR. & MRS. RONALD EICHER

Ronald and Darlene Eicher celebrated
their 25th wedding anniversary Aug. 28.
The couple have one son, Travis; one
daughter, Tracie; and one son-in-law,
Steve. The couple attend the Hunting-
don, Pa., church

MR. & MRS. TED BARR
The children of Ted and Donna Barr wish

iversary.
ried Dec. 31, 1950 They have three
daughters, Pam, Paula Wegner and Julie
Childs; two sons-in-law, Marvin Wegner
and David Childs; and four grandchildren,
Zachary, Samuel and Hannah Wegner
and Jason Childs. The couple attend the
Santa Barbara, Calif,, church.

ANNIVERSARIES
MADE OF GOLD

MR. & MRS. BARNEY WEBSTER

Barney and Laura Webster of Indepen-
dence, Mo., celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary Sept. 23 with family and
friends at a reception in their honor. Mr.
and Mrs. Webster are a deacon and dea-
coness in the Kansas City, Mo., East
church.

OBITUARIES

FRITSCH, Louise E., 91, of Sterling,
Neb., died Nov. 9 after a lengthy illness.
Mrs. Fritsch is survived by two daughters,
two sons, seven grandchildren and 11
great-grandchildren.

WEBBER, Margaret Emma, 75, of Cal-
gary, Alta., died Nov. 3 of cancer. Mrs.
Webber is survived by a son, Emest, two
grandchildren, two brothers and a sister.

BAKER, Rossina, 66, of Des Moines,
lowa, Dec. 2 of a heart attack. Mrs.
Baker is survived by her husband
Robert, and three stepsons.

KLAHN, Vemnon, 55, of West Bend, Wis.,
died Nov. 25 after a 10-year struggle with
kidney disease. Mr. Kiahn is survived by
his wife, Jean; a daughter, Amy Jo; and a
son, Paul.

THURMAN, James Edgar, 52, of Van
Buren, Ark., died Oct. 21 of a heart
attack. Mr. Thurman, a deacon, is sur-
vived by his wife, Lula; two sons, Michael
and Shawn; his mother; five sisters; and
three brothers.

MACLEAN, Isobel, 62, of Milton Keynes,
England, died Nov. 30. Mrs. Maclean is
survived by her husband, Duncan, a dea-
con; two daughters, Fiona and Susan;
and two grandchildren.

ELIZABETH McCREADY

McCREADY, Elizabeth, 21, of Ballymena,
Northern Ireland, died Aug. 24 of liver
failure. Elizabeth is survived by her moth-
er, Nan; and one brother, Angus.

BRENDA HENDERSON
HENDERSON, Brenda, 46, of Denver,
Colo., died Oct. 29 from respiratory com-
plocahons after a neck operation. Mrs.

is survived by her son, Philip
Johnsey, her mother, a sister and broth-
er-in-law and two nieces.

CHARLES WRIGHT

WRIGHT, Charles “Charlie,” 82, of Merid-
ian, Idaho, died Nov. 25. Mr. Wright is
survived by his wife of 60 years, Edna,
three sons, one daughter, 11 grandchil-
dren and 13 great-grandchildren.

requested by Feb. 8.

Singles: An Evening of Western Swing

The Springfield, Mass., church will be host to a Presidents Day weekend of food,
fun, fellowship and dance, Feb. 16 and 17. Singles and couples are cordially invited.

The weekend will begin with Sabbath services featuring evangelist Ronald Kelly
as guest speaker. Saturday evening will be “An Evening of Western Swing” with
group dancing for all. Music will be provided by The Marty Yale Band from Big
Sandy. Mr. Kelly will speak to the group at a singles seminar Sunday morning,
which will be followed by a prime rib buffet. The afternoon will feature fellowship,
volleyball and table games.

The cost of the weekend activities is $29 for each person. This includes
Saturday night dinner, breakfast and the prime rib dinner Sunday. Hotel accommo-
dations are available for $42 a room for each night, plus tax. Hotel accommoda-
tions are offered by the Holiday Inn, 711 Dwight St., Springfield Mass., 1-413-781-
0900. Ask for the Worldwide Church of God special rate. All reservations are

See your singles or young adults coordinator to sign up or contact David
Garstka at 41 Cold Spring Rd., Southampton, Mass., 01073. Mr. Garstka’s tele-
phone number is 1-413-527-0574.
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= UPDATE

EVENTS IN THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD

BOREHAMWOOD, England—
The office here released the fol-
lowing Feast of Tabernacles
updates.

Although arrangements are being
- made to keep the Feast in Mom-
basa, Kenya, it is unlikely that inter-
national transfers will be accepted.

Those wishing to attend the
Feast in Kenya should apply to
attend the Naro Moru site. Prices
there are US$43 for a single room
and US$58 for a double room for
each night. Only 20 rooms are
available for visitors.

Jos and Enugu, Nigeria, will
also be Feast sites.

More than 500 brethren are
expected to attend the Feast in Jos.
Fifty international transfers will be
accepted to this site. Services will
be conducted at the Jos Hill Sta-

tion Conference Center in the.

Plateau State of northern Nigeria.

International transfers will stay
in the Hill Station Hotel. Prices
there are US$25 for a single and
US$35 for a double room for each
night. Payment to the hotel should
be in cash or by travelers checks.

On acceptance a hotel deposit
of US$25 or US$35 (depending
on single or double occupancy),
will be required.

Up to 500 international trans-
fers can be accepted for the Feast
in Enugu, eastern Nigeria. Ser-
vices will be at the Zodiac Con-
ference Center.

- International transfers can stay
at the Presidential or Cordial
hotels. Prices are US$25 for a
single and US$35 for a double
room for each night. Paymenti to
the hotel should be in cash or
travelers checks.

On acceptance a hotel deposit
of US$25 or US$35 (depending
on single or double occupancy) is
required.

For those attending the Festival
in Jos or Enugu, accomodations
in Lagos before or after the Feast
will need to be arranged directly
with the Sheraton Hotel (all
major credit cards accepted).

Travel from Lagos to Jos or
Enugu will be US$100 for a
return airfare or US$25 if travel-
ing by road.

- e ks

BIG SANDY—"You are our
greatest testimony of what the
truth of God and Ambassador
College are all about,” said evan-
gelist Donald Ward, Ambassador
College president, at the winter
graduation ceremony Jan. 8.

Dr. Ward addressed the 13
graduates and a crowd of about
100 faculty, family, friends and
students. “You are Ambassadors
for Christ.”

Graduates receiving bachelor of
science degrees were Melanie Beth
Baker and Aaron T. Bender.

Graduates receiving bachelor
of arts degrees were Randy
Glenn Blackman, Victor Shane
Browning, Peter John de
Marigny (with high distinction),
Erin Maureen Kelly, Stephanie
Diane Miller (with distinction)
and David Richard Sorensen
(with high distinction).

Graduates receiving associate
of arts degrees were Graham
Benjamin Castledine (with high
distinction), Judith W. Smith
(with highest distinction), Rober-
to A. Stanchi (with distinction),
Terri Larks Stanchi (with high
distinction) and Bradford Doug-
las Wood.

W
BIG SANDY—About 80 grad-

uates from the 1960, 70 and "80
graduating classes of Ambassador

College and their spouses attend-
ed Homecoming 1990, an alumni
reunion here Dec. 28 to 30.

“By all accounts, the weekend
was a success, and the alumni
who were able to attend seemed
to truly enjoy themselves,” said
Thomas Delamater, director of
Development & College Rela-
tions and coordinator of Home-
coming activities.

Most alumni arrived Dec. 28
and attended a Bible study with the
Big Sandy brethren that evening.
The next day, alumni visited with
faculty, students and brethren at a
kaffeeklatsch between Big Sandy
AM. and P.M. services.

Evangelist Joseph Tkach Jr.,
director of Church Administra-
tion for the United States, spoke
at both services. He and his wife,
Tammy, were guests of the Col-
lege for the weekend.

Saturday night, alumni attend-
ed a dinner and dance in the cam-
pus dining hall. The next morning
they toured the new buildings on
campus before attending a brunch
that concluded the weekend’s
activities.

Mr. Tkach Jr. briefly addressed
the group after the brunch. Evan-

gelist Donald Ward, Ambas-
sador College president, then
spoke about the College’s history,
its present status and the pursuit
of accreditation. He concluded by
fielding questions from alumni.

“The College staff went out of
their way to provide us with very
nice activities,” said David
Myers, a 1980 graduate and asso-
ciate pastor of Big Sandy P.M.
church. “The whole weekend was
Ambassador quality.”

The 1960 class had only four
graduates present. Ray Fisk,
Kelly Barfield, Charles Black
and evangelist Leon Walker,
regional director for the Work in
Spanish-speaking areas, attended
along with their wives.

“Enormous changes have taken
place since I graduated in 1960,”
said Mr. Walker.“We had only
one campus then, in Pasadena.
Since then we added two more.
Now we have only one campus
again, but in Big Sandy.
~ “There have also been great
changes and advances in facilities,
equipment, number of students,
the curriculum, faculty. In fact,
almost everything has changed. It
also goes without saying that
these changes have been for the
good of Ambassador College, the
Church and the students who have
come here,” added Mr. Walker.

Mr. Delamater, who coordi-
nates alumni affairs, said the
reunion served as a springboard
of ideas on how to conduct future
homecomings “We're anticipating

CHEERS TO YOUTH—Pastor General Joseph W. Tkach marks

Youth magazine’s 10th anniversary with Youth staff (from left) Mary
Heine; evangelist Ronald Kelly, Editorial Services director; Shirley
Faulkner; evangelist Bernard Schnippert, Media Operations director;
Mike Bennett; Dexter Faulkner, Youth’s first editor; Mike Hale; Kathy
Johnson; Rick Shallenberger; and Mike Warren. [Photo by Charles

Feldbush]

bigger and better events in the
years to come.”

> SRS B ¢

PASADENA—Kermit Nelson,
Youth Opportunities United (YOU)
coordinator in Church Administra-
tion, announced the results of the
1990 Songwriting Contest.

Gold achievement award recip-
ients are Michael Hopf, Escondi-
do, Calif.; Melanie Mayer,
Brainerd, Minn.; Jane Judith

Ozanne, Ipswich, Qld.; Sharon
Treybig, Spokane, Wash.; and
Laura Jean Zager, St. Peters-
burg, Fla.

Honorable mentions went to
Elizabeth Joy Cameron, Too-
woomba, Qld.; and Sharen Ger-
mein and Brenda Williams,
Sydney, N.S.W.

Dennis Pelley, Pasadena East
P.M. associate pastor and director
of the Imperial High School cho-
rus, was head judge for the contest.

FROM OUR

SCAT

“That also he should gather together in one the children
of God that were scattered abroad.” (John 11:52)

KERALA, India—We lost
almost all our possessions in
Kuwait, including a car, personal
computer, appliances, bank bal-
ances and retirement benefits for
almost 20 years of government
service.

We are now in India. What we
have learned from our experiences
in Kuwait is that material loss is
good if it helps spiritual growth.

K.M. Thomas, a pro-
spective member in India,
recounts his experiences in
Kuwait and escape from that
country after the Iraqi takeover
last summer. Mr. Thomas’
letter is dated Jan. 2.

A teacher by profession, I came
to Kuwait in 1970 to teach Indian
students. -

Three years later, I entered the
government service in the Min-
istry of Education. I taught and
was in charge of the English lan-

guage library until my return to

India in late September.

My wife served in the Ministry
of Health as a staff nurse. We are
still considered employees of the
Kuwaiti government in exile.

We have two children, Liza, 12,
and Levi, 6.

Kuwait, a rich country and a tax
haven, offered a comfortable
material life. We didn’t want to
leave till we retired from the gov-
ernment service. (We were plan-
ning to migrate to the United
States.)

Learning about truth

One of my friends in Kuwait
handed me a Plain Truth maga-
zine in 1972, and the Bible corre-
spondence course changed my
entire outlook on life.

I told my wife about the truth

and she also started studying the.

correspondence course. Without

any objection and to my great sur-
prise, she immediately accepted
the truth from the Bible as
expounded in the course.

After we read other Church
publications, Paul Suckling from
the British Office visited us dur-
ing his Middle East tour in 1984.

Troops storm Kuwait City

I was on my usual summer holi-
day until the end of August, at
home with my two children. My
wife went to work Aug. 2 without
knowing Iraqi soldiers had already
entered Kuwait City.

She was working in Amiri Hos-
pital, near the palace of Amir, ruler
of Kuwait. The Iraqgis bombarded
his palace, set it on fire then occu-
pied the eight-story hospital.

They didn’t allow my wife to
come home for two days. I told
my daughter about the situation
and encouraged her not to worry,
although all telephone service was
cut off.

My son, who did not grasp the
full implication of the war, was
initially frightened by the gunfire,
but grew accustomed to it after a
week.

After my wife returned home,
Iraqi authorities asked her to
attend her nursing ward at the hos-
pital. So she continued serving the
Iragi government until Sept. 23,
the day we left for India.

I was on leave till Aug. 31, but
then ordered by the Iragi authori-
ties to resume my duty, which I
did until the day we left.

All schools were to be opened
Sept. 1, but Iraqgi soldiers did not
allow them to, and my children
stayed home. American and
English schools in Kuwait were
also closed because of the Iraqi
attack.

On the first day of the invasion,
the Iraqi soldiers fired on whatev-
er crossed their path. Since

Kuwaiti army members had fled
to Saudi Arabia in the night, there
was no real fight between oppos-
ing armies.

The Iraqi army harassed the
local residents, especially Kuwaiti
citizens. Occupying the whole of
Kuwait by noon, Aug. 2, they start-
ed moving to the Saudi border.

We lived 15 kilometers (more
than nine miles) from Kuwait
City, but soldiers arrived near our
home by 2 p.m., firing rifles with-
out any purpose. I think they only
wanted to scare civilians. We
stayed in our house for three or
four days.

Looting, burning stores

Many Kuwait citizens fled for
Saudi Arabia. By Aug. 3 and 4,
some people started to panic. The
Indian school our children were
attending was occupied by Indian
refugees, mostly domestic ser-
vants and janitors left by their
fleeing employers.

Iraqi soldiers occupied shops,
restaurants and homes left by
Kuwait citizens. They looted
shops, setting many on fire.

Auto showrooms displaying
U.S. and Japanese cars were loot-
ed and torched. Government
offices were burned to ashes.
Local residents were denied all
facilities.

Since the Kuwaiti government
and its police force were driven
out, imprisoned or killed, law and
order did not exist.

Thieves and others disguised as
soldiers looted homes and threat-
ened innocent people. Cars and
other valuables were taken from
owners by force.

Since all banks in the country
were closed, people could not
withdraw money. Soldiers started
checking civilians everywhere,
especially Americans and the
English. Cars and travelers were
detained. Others were confined to
their homes.

Although the situation was pre-
carious and dangerous, my wife
and I went to our work places
every day and bought food at high
prices from Iraqi street vendors
who had accompanied soldiers
into Kuwait.

All factories producing food-
stuffs were closed down.

We prolonged our stay in -

Kuwait, even though the situation

was dangerous, hoping normal life
would resume.

The government of India, how-
ever, ordered all its citizens home
immediately. The government
arranged air-conditioned buses to
carry us to Amman, Jordan, about
1,500 kilometers (930 miles) away.

In Amman we boarded a Red
Cross plane for Bombay. After a
two-hour train ride (paid by our
government), we reached our
home in the Malappuram District.

After being surrounded by Iraqgi
soldiers and their tanks for about
50 days, we are happy to come
home from a war-threatening situ-
ation. Our children have joined
school here and we are happy to
keep the Sabbath.

Since the Indian government
had not sent an army unit to Saudi
Arabia to join with the combined
forces of America and other coun-
tries, Saddam Hussein’s soldiers
had been lenient with our family.

All these days we were reading
Psalms and asking God to keep his
promises of protection. And he did.
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